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The Catholic Church has always taught us, through the 
words of Sacred Scripture and the witness of saints 
like Francis of Assisi, that the natural world is created 

by God, that it is good, and that humans have a special duty 
to care for creation so that it benefits not only themselves 
but also future generations. Today we live in a time where 
pollution, climate change, and poor agricultural practices 
harm creation and place us all in danger.

In 2015, Pope Francis responded to this environmen-
tal crisis by issuing the encyclical Laudato Si’ (On Care for 
Our Common Home), in which he emphasizes the connec-
tion between humanity and nature and calls for “the whole 
human family together to seek a sustainable and integral 
development” (no. 13).

This spirit of cooperation, sustainability, and human 
dignity animates the work of organizations like La Cosecha 
Community Supported Agriculture, a cooperative farm 
network in Albuquerque, New Mexico, which makes 

locally grown, sustainable, and nutritious foods available 
to low-income people. With support from the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD), La Cosecha 
has expanded its outreach beyond Albuquerque to 11 rural 
New Mexico counties, increased year-round accessibility to 
healthy produce and other food products, and obtained a 
US Department of Agriculture Good Agricultural Practices 
food-safety certification for its cooperative farm partners.

CCHD-funded organizations show how we can care 
for the environment, address the needs of the poor, and 
support responsible and sustainable local businesses at the 
same time. When you participate in the CCHD collection, 
you help not only other communities but also your own, 
because 25% of your contribution remains in your diocese 
to create local solutions to poverty.

To learn more about the collection for the CCHD and 
the way CCHD upholds the moral and social teachings of 
the Catholic Church, visit www.usccb.org/cchd.

LEARN about those living in poverty who are working to improve their communities. • ACT and 
spread the word about poverty by sharing this flier. • CONNECT with the work of CCHD by supporting 

the collection. • PRAY for those who benefit from this collection.

2023 Grants
Category		  Dollars	�  Number of 

Grants

•	 Community  
Development  
Grants	 $5,229,000	  100

•	 Economic  
Development  
Grants	 $1,830,000	 34

•	 Technical  
Assistance  
Grants	 $289,250 	 10

Total	 $7,348,250	 144

2023 Expenses
Category		  Dollars	�  Percent

•	 Grants and  
Donations	 $15,603,370 	 83.45%

•	 Allocations-Internal  
Grants*	 $2,582,765	 13.81%

•	 Promotions and  
Fundraising  
Expenses 	 $456,640 	 2.44%

•	 Program Costs	 $54,128  	 0.29%

Total Expenses	 $18,696,903 
Total Expenses  
Excluding Internal Grants	 $16,114,138
Total Grants and  
Donations Including  
Internal Grants	 $18,186,135

*Internal grants include a distribution from the CCHD collection for CCHD operations and for the education and 
outreach program of the Office of Justice, Peace, and Human Development of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, which engages Catholics in our faith-filled call to address the root causes of poverty.
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